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often conspicuous in earlier as in later times. In Scotland
the miners were reduced to virtual serfdom by the Scottish
legislature Io in 1606, until they were liberated by an Act
of Parliament. " Whereas by the statute law of Scotland,
as explained by the judges of the courts of law there, many
colliers and coal-bearers and salters are in a state of slavery
or bondage, bound to the collieries and salt-works, where
they work for life, transferable with the collieries and salt-
works when their original masters have no further use for
them ", it was now (1775) provided that no one engaged as a
collier, coal-bearer or salter should be bound to the owner
or the work in any way different from other servants ; and
those already bound were to obtain freedom after the expiry
of a certain period1. In England serfdom disappeared
before coal-mining grew to importance ; and though it was
not revived, coercion was not unknown. At the end of the
fifteenth century the surveyor appointed over the Durham
coal-miners had powers of imprisonment, and as late as
1565 Elizabeth authorized the impressment of workmen to
dig for minerals 2, In the place of forced labour in the
mines the Yearly Bond was instituted by which the miner
bound himself to give a year's service. An early example
is dated 1676 when a miner entered into a bond in forty
pounds ' well and truly' to serve for a year in the coal-
mines at Hulton or Denton, according to the customs and
orders there used3. More elaborate was an eighteenth-
century bond (1763) which required ' the parties hired *,
under a penalty of eighteen pounds, to " continue at work
without striking, combining, or absenting themselves ; [to]
deliver one corf 4 of coal gratis every pay or fourteen days;
[to] be fined one shilling for every corf sent to bank" in-
sufficiently filled; and to replace any corf condemned on
account of the presence of stones among the coals 5. The
Yearly Bond proved a fertile source of contention; and in
the course of a strike provoked by a dispute over a binding
10 See infra, Appendix, p. 486, No. 2.
1 Statutes at Large, viii.  434.    Emancipation only became complete
after the Act of 1799 : ibid. xiv. 119.
 *	Galloway, Annals of Coal Mining, i. 49. 75.
 *	Hist. MSS. Comm. Beaufort, 178.    See infra, Appendix, p. 486, No. 3.
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